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The American commitment to promoting human rights abroad emerged in the 1970s as a surprising response
to national trauma. In this provocative history, Barbara Keys situates this novel enthusiasm as a reaction to
the profound challenge of the Vietnam War and its aftermath. Instead of looking inward for renewal,
Americans on the right and the left looked outward for ways to restore America's moral leadership.

Conservatives took up the language of Soviet dissidents to resuscitate the Cold War, while liberals sought to
dissociate from brutally repressive allies like Chile and South Korea. When Jimmy Carter in 1977 made
human rights a central tenet of American foreign policy, his administration struggled to reconcile these
conflicting visions. Yet liberals and conservatives both saw human rights as a way of moving from guilt to
pride. Less a critique of American power than a rehabilitation of it, human rights functioned for Americans
as a sleight of hand that occluded from view much of America's recent past and confined the lessons of
Vietnam to narrow parameters. From world's judge to world's policeman was a small step, and American
intervention in the name of human rights would be a cause both liberals and conservatives could embrace.
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From reader reviews:

Pam Wright:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Reclaiming American Virtue book
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Reclaiming American Virtue as good book not just
by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

John Harrison:

This Reclaiming American Virtue is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you
are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Reclaiming American Virtue in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Clarence Jenkins:

Beside this particular Reclaiming American Virtue in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
Reclaiming American Virtue because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from now!

Donna Gamble:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is identified as of book
Reclaiming American Virtue. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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