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The 1988 Seoul Olympics played host to what has been described by some as the dirtiest race of all time, by
others as the greatest. The final of the men's 100 metres at those Olympics is certainly the most infamous in
the history of athletics, and more indelibly etched into the consciousness of the sport, the Olympics, and a
global audience of millions, than any other athletics event before or since.

Ben Johnson's world-record time of 9.79 seconds – as thrilling as it was – was the beginning rather than the
end of the story. Following the race, Johnson tested positive, news that generated as many – if not more –
shockwaves as his fastest ever run. He was stripped of the title, Lewis was awarded the gold medal, Linford
Christie the silver and Calvin Smith the bronze.

More than two decades on, the story still hadn't ended. In 1999 Lewis was named Sportsman of the Century
by the IOC, and Olympian of the Century by Sports Illustrated. Yet his reputation was damaged by
revelations that he too used performance-enhancing drugs, and tested positive prior to the Seoul Olympics.
Christie also tested positive in Seoul but his explanation, that the banned substance had been in ginseng tea,
was accepted. Smith, now a lecturer in English literature at a Florida university, was the only athlete in the
top five whose reputation remains unblemished – the others all tested positive at some stage in their careers.

Containing remarkable new revelations, this book uses witness interviews - with Johnson, Lewis and Smith
among others - to reconstruct the build-up to the race, the race itself, and the fallout when news of Johnson's
positive test broke and he was forced into hiding. It also examines the rivalry of the two favourites going into
it, and puts the race in a historical context, examining its continuing relevance on the sport today, where
every new record elicits scepticism.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Ontiveros:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Dirtiest Race in History: Ben Johnson,
Carl Lewis and the 1988 Olympic 100m Final (Wisden Sports Writing) is our recommendation to make you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Summer McGaugh:

The guide with title The Dirtiest Race in History: Ben Johnson, Carl Lewis and the 1988 Olympic 100m
Final (Wisden Sports Writing) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on
the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Brenda Anderson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Dirtiest Race in History: Ben Johnson,
Carl Lewis and the 1988 Olympic 100m Final (Wisden Sports Writing) book written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still doubt The Dirtiest Race in History: Ben Johnson, Carl Lewis and the 1988 Olympic
100m Final (Wisden Sports Writing) as good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This
is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to
pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
yet another sixth sense.

Alberto Kimble:

The book untitled The Dirtiest Race in History: Ben Johnson, Carl Lewis and the 1988 Olympic 100m Final
(Wisden Sports Writing) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with
easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works.
You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.
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