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‘For seventy years now Desert Island Discs has managed that rare feat – to be both enduring and relevant.
By casting away the biggest names of the day in science, business, politics, showbiz, sport and the arts, it
presents a cross-sectional snapshot of the times in which we live. As the decades have passed, the
programme has kept pace; never frozen in time yet always, somehow, comfortingly the same.’ Kirsty Young

BBC Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs celebrates its seventieth birthday in 2012. Since the programme’s deviser
Roy Plomley interviewed comedian Vic Oliver in January 1942, nearly 3,000 distinguished people from all
walks of life have been stranded on the mythical island, accompanied by only eight records, one book and a
luxury.

Here the story of one of BBC Radio 4’s favourite programmes is chronicled through a special selection of
castaways.

Roy Plomley, inventor of the programme as well as its presenter for over forty years, quizzes the young Cliff
Richard about ‘these rather frenzied movements’ the 1960s pop sensation makes on the stage. Robert
Maxwell tells Plomley’s successor Michael Parkinson that ‘I will have left the world a slightly better place
by having lived in it.’ Diana Mosley assures Sue Lawley that Adolf Hitler was ‘extraordinarily fascinating’
and had mesmeric blue eyes. And Johnny Vegas tugs Kirsty Young’s heart-strings with his account of a
childhood so impoverished that family pets were fair game: ‘My dad had always claimed that rabbits were
livestock, but we’d never eaten one before.’

Desert Island Discs is much more than a radio programme. It is a unique and enduringly popular take on our
lives and times – and this extensively illustrated book tells in rich detail the colourful and absorbing story of
an extraordinary institution.
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From reader reviews:

Gracie Davis:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Adjacent
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Desert Island Discs: 70 years of castaways
will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they
may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Brett Baker:

The publication untitled Desert Island Discs: 70 years of castaways is the guide that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that
writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also might
get the e-book of Desert Island Discs: 70 years of castaways from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Mary Bolinger:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book Desert Island Discs: 70 years of castaways it is rather good to read. There
are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you
did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Marilyn Perez:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. Desert Island Discs: 70 years of castaways can be your answer because it
can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.
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