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This book explores one of the great questions of our time: How can we preserve our sense of what it means
to be a person while at the same time accepting what science tells us to be true—namely, that human nature
is continuous with the rest of nature? What, in other words, does it mean to be a person in a world of things?
Alan Mittleman shows how the Jewish tradition provides rich ways of understanding human nature and
personhood that preserve human dignity and distinction in a world of neuroscience, evolutionary biology,
biotechnology, and pervasive scientism. These ancient resources can speak to Jewish, non-Jewish, and
secular readers alike.

Science may tell us what we are, Mittleman says, but it cannot tell us who we are, how we should live, or
why we matter. Traditional Jewish thought, in open-minded dialogue with contemporary scientific
perspectives, can help us answer these questions. Mittleman shows how, using sources ranging across the
Jewish tradition, from the Hebrew Bible and the Talmud to more than a millennium of Jewish philosophy.
Among the many subjects the book addresses are sexuality, birth and death, violence and evil, moral agency,
and politics and economics. Throughout, Mittleman demonstrates how Jewish tradition brings new
perspectives to—and challenges many current assumptions about—these central aspects of human nature.

A study of human nature in Jewish thought and an original contribution to Jewish philosophy, this is a book
for anyone interested in what it means to be human in a scientific age.
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From reader reviews:

Donn Chavez:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why
Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas).

Rick Maldonado:

The book Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish
Ideas) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a very important thing like a book Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why
Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all
of these. Book Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish
Ideas) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Terrance Oneal:

This Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas)
book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Human Nature & Jewish
Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas) without we recognize teach the
one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Human Nature &
Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas) can bring any time you
are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons
Matter (Library of Jewish Ideas) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Juan Farley:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of



course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is usually Human Nature & Jewish Thought: Judaism's Case for Why Persons Matter (Library of Jewish
Ideas).
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