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With an eloquence and compassion reminiscent of James Baldwin's Letter to My Nephew, Ellis Cose
presents a frank and realistic examination of the daunting challenges facing black men in twenty-first-
century America and offers a way out of the cycle of defeatism and despair that wreaks havoc on America's
black communities.
Black men have never had more opportunity for success than they do today. Yet, as Ellis Cose bluntly puts
it, "We are watching the largest group of black males in history stumbling through life with a ball and chain
wrapped around their legs. If brought together in one incorporated region, the population of black males
behind bars would instantly become the twelfth largest urban area in America." Add to that the ravages of
AIDS, murder, poverty, and illiteracy, the raging anger between many black men and women, and the
widening gap separating the black elite from the so-called underclass, and you have a prescription for a
paralyzing pessimism.
But even as he acknowledges the systemic obstacles that confront black men of all social strata, Ellis Cose
refuses to accept them as reasons for giving up or giving in. In powerful and stirring prose, Cose rails against
the historical worldview that has categorized academic achievement as a source of shame instead of pride in
many black communities; he also outlines steps black males can take to enhance their odds for success.
With insightful anecdotes about a broad range of black men -- from Franklin Raines, the first black man to
run a Fortune 500 company, to unlettered ex-prisoners -- Cose documents the amazing journey the black race
has made, and contemplates the challenges ahead. Both a warning of the vast social tragedy that is wasted
black potential and a vital call to arms that can enable black men to reclaim their destiny, The Envy of the
World is an honest and important book for anyone concerned about the future of America.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Howard:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book The Envy of the World: On Being a Black Man in America
had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The guide The Envy of the World: On Being a Black Man in America is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book The Envy of the World: On Being a
Black Man in America. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Cora Spillane:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Envy of the
World: On Being a Black Man in America, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Bruce Jackson:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Envy of the World: On Being a Black Man
in America can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have
than the others?

Vicky Gamez:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book The Envy of
the World: On Being a Black Man in America. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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