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It is part of Shakespeare's extraordinary contribution to our culture that, through his dramas based on English
history, he played a unique part in forming our view of ourselves and our nationhood. From King John, in
which through Magna Carta the king's absolute power was first limited and the people's freedoms assured,
to--almost in his own lifetime--Henry VIII, Shakespeare wrote a series of ten plays portraying the course of
history. It represents almost one third of his entire dramatic output.

The overarching theme of these plays is the vital importance of the sovereign's legitimacy if the nation is to
be stable. They cover revolutionary times and events--the deposition and murder of Richard II, the Wars of
the Roses, the usurping of the throne by Richard III--but they always affirm the principle that a legitimate
king, circumscribed by an agreed constituion, is the only proper guarantee of the nation's liberties.

There are many other ways in which Shakespeare's patriotism has become definitive. In Henry V's St.
Crispin's Day speech to the troops before Agincourt, for example, or John of gaunt's 'scepter'd isle' speech, a
sense of Englishness is expressed which still lives in English minds today. The E;izabethan's pride in
nationhood was perfectly embodied by Shakespeare, but the poetry of it transcends its own time.

In this edition the history plays are brought together with a large group of illustrations which echo and
amplify their themes. Gloriously vivid images of England's story are presented here, putting the great plays
in a magnificent setting.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Lowe:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The History Plays.

Edward Thompson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The History
Plays? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Russell Wade:

This The History Plays is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who else
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details
accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences
but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The History Plays in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication
that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Sara Kelly:

Beside this particular The History Plays in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so
don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
History Plays because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
this? Find this book and read it from at this point!
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