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Story Prize and California Book Award finalist Victoria Patterson revisits Newport Beach in This Vacant
Paradise, examining the intersections of economics, class, race, sex, and family expectations during the mid-
1990s. Esther lives with her grandmother, a virulent matriarch who controls her family through her wealth.
Esther knows that an advantageous marriage replete with social standing, familial and peer approval, and
financial rewards will alleviate her struggles. College dropout, fashion boutique clerk, caregiver for a drug-
addicted brother, Esther is also aware that beauty and an uncanny savvy foretell success. But she has been
known to self-sabotage, and her peers and family are rooting for her not to blow it with her latest beau,
especially since, at the ripe age of thirty-three, Esther’s desirability is on the cusp of decline.

All is well until she begins a tumultuous love affair with Charlie, a local college professor known for his
unconventional ideals as much as for his golf game and good looks. He sets a fire inside Esther, sparking and
delivering her—whether by choice or not—from the insular, safe, and stifling confines of societal
expectations to an alternate, unglamorous, and indefinable course. The result is a stunning debut novel: a
powerful work of fiction sure to provoke and engage.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Louviere:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book This Vacant Paradise: A Novel. All
type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jennifer Bryan:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this This Vacant Paradise: A Novel book since this
book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Ronnie Johnson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take This Vacant Paradise: A Novel as the daily resource
information.

Joseph Whitely:

Why? Because this This Vacant Paradise: A Novel is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other
book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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