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Understanding Etheridge Knight introduces readers to a major—but understudied—American poet.
Etheridge Knight (1931–1991) survived a shrapnel wound suffered during military service in Korea, as well
as a drug addiction that led to an eight-year prison sentence, to publish five volumes of poetry and a small
cache of powerful prose. His status in the front ranks of American poets and thinkers on poetry was
acknowledged in 1984, when he won the Shelley Memorial Award, which had previously gone, as an
acknowledgement of "genius and need," to E. E. Cummings, Gwendolyn Brooks, and W. S. Merwin.

In this first book-length study of Knight and his complete body of work, Michael Collins examines the
poetry of a complex literary figure who, following imprisonment, transformed his life to establish himself as
a charismatic voice in American poetry and an accomplished teacher at institutions such as the University of
Hartford, Lincoln University, and his own Free Peoples Poetry Workshops.

Beginning with a concise biography of Knight, Collins explores Knight's volumes of poetry including Poems
from Prison, Black Voices from Prison, Born of a Woman, and The Essential Etheridge Knight.
Understanding Etheridge Knight brings attention to a crucial era in African American and American poetry
and to the literature of the incarcerated while reflecting on the life and work of an original voice in American
poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Ford:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Understanding Etheridge Knight (Understanding Contemporary American
Literature). Try to make the book Understanding Etheridge Knight (Understanding Contemporary American
Literature) as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Theresa Wilkins:

The book Understanding Etheridge Knight (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) gives you
the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your
subject. If you can make reading a book Understanding Etheridge Knight (Understanding Contemporary
American Literature) for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and
read a book Understanding Etheridge Knight (Understanding Contemporary American Literature). Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Sylvia Langley:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Understanding Etheridge Knight
(Understanding Contemporary American Literature) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Harriet Dupree:

Understanding Etheridge Knight (Understanding Contemporary American Literature) can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Understanding Etheridge Knight (Understanding Contemporary American Literature)



however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial
imagining.
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