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A gripping narrative of unprecedented valor and personal courage, here is the story of the first American
battle of World War II: the battle for Wake Island. Based on firsthand accounts from long-lost survivors who
have emerged to tell about it, this stirring tale of the “Alamo of the Pacific” will reverberate for generations
to come.

On December 8, 1941, just five hours after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Japanese planes attacked a remote
U.S. outpost in the westernmost reaches of the Pacific. It was the beginning of an incredible sixteen-day fight
for Wake Island, a tiny but strategically valuable dot in the ocean. Unprepared for the stunning assault, the
small battalion was dangerously outnumbered and outgunned. But they compensated with a surplus of
bravery and perseverance, waging an extraordinary battle against all odds.

When it was over, a few hundred American Marines, sailors, and soldiers, along with a small army of heroic
civilian laborers, had repulsed enemy forces several thousand strong––but it was still not enough. Among the
Marines was twenty-year-old PFC Wiley Sloman. By Christmas Day, he lay semiconscious in the sand,
struck by enemy fire. Another day would pass before he was found—stripped of his rifle and his uniform.
Shocked to realize he hadn’t awakened to victory, Sloman wondered: Had he been given up for dead—and
had the Marines simply given up?

In this riveting account, veteran journalist Bill Sloan re-creates this history-making battle, the crushing
surrender, and the stories of the uncommonly gutsy men who fought it. From the civilians who served as
gunmen, medics, and even preachers, to the daily grind of life on an isolated island—literally at the ends of
the earth—to the agony of POW camps, here we meet our heroes and confront the enemy face-to-face,
bayonet to bayonet.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

James Hill:

This book untitled Given Up for Dead: America's Heroic Stand at Wake Island to be one of several books
that best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher on
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Theodore Pritchard:

The publication with title Given Up for Dead: America's Heroic Stand at Wake Island includes a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

April Hall:

The book untitled Given Up for Dead: America's Heroic Stand at Wake Island contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The
author gives you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.

Tommy Worm:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not
important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very
important for you. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Given Up for Dead: America's Heroic Stand at Wake
Island can make you feel more interested to read.
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