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In the nineteenth century the predominant focus of American anthropology centered on the native peoples of
North America, and most anthropologists would argue that Korea during this period was hardly a cultural
area of great anthropological interest. However, this perspective underestimates Korea as a significant object
of concern for American anthropology during the period from 1882 to 1945—otherwise a turbulent,
transitional period in Korea’s history. An Asian Frontier focuses on the dialogue between the American
anthropological tradition and Korea, from Korea’s first treaty with the United States to the end of World War
II, with the goal of rereading anthropology’s history and theoretical development through its Pacific frontier.
 
               Drawing on notebooks and personal correspondence as well as the publications of anthropologists
of the day, Robert Oppenheim shows how and why Korea became an important object of study—with, for
instance, more published about Korea in the pages of American Anthropologist before 1900 than would be
seen for decades after. Oppenheim chronicles the actions of American collectors, Korean mediators, and
metropolitan curators who first created Korean anthropological exhibitions for the public. He moves on to
examine anthropologists—such as Aleš Hrdlicka, Walter Hough, Stewart Culin, Frederick Starr, and Frank
Hamilton Cushing—who fit Korea into frameworks of evolution, culture, and race even as they engaged
questions of imperialism that were raised by Japan’s colonization of the country. In tracing the development
of American anthropology’s understanding of Korea, Oppenheim discloses the legacy present in our ongoing
understanding of Korea and of anthropology’s past.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Rooks:

The knowledge that you get from An Asian Frontier: American Anthropology and Korea, 1882-1945
(Critical Studies in the History of Anthropology) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide
inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but
An Asian Frontier: American Anthropology and Korea, 1882-1945 (Critical Studies in the History of
Anthropology) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood by anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular An Asian Frontier:
American Anthropology and Korea, 1882-1945 (Critical Studies in the History of Anthropology) instantly.

Wendy Cort:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name An Asian
Frontier: American Anthropology and Korea, 1882-1945 (Critical Studies in the History of Anthropology)
suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled An
Asian Frontier: American Anthropology and Korea, 1882-1945 (Critical Studies in the History of
Anthropology)is the one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people
in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of
this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Kellie Stephens:

Why? Because this An Asian Frontier: American Anthropology and Korea, 1882-1945 (Critical Studies in
the History of Anthropology) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this
but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Elaine Woodring:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in



the top listing in your reading list is definitely An Asian Frontier: American Anthropology and Korea, 1882-
1945 (Critical Studies in the History of Anthropology). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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