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Public discourse maintains a deep cultural anxiety around expressions of maternalism and the application of
maternal values to the society as a whole. In a policy context, postmaternalism is the priority given to
women’s claims as employees over their political claims as mothers. Julie Stephens moves beyond these
policy definitions and advances a notion of postmaternal thinking to signal this growing unease with
maternal forms of subjectivity and maternalist perspectives. In defining the contours of postmaternal thought,
she details the elaborate processes of cultural forgetting that go hand in hand with the ascendancy of
postmaternalism.

Postmaternal thinking relies on a questionable memory—that feminism failed motherhood—and casts
second-wave feminists as being hostile to maternal expressions and ideals. Reclaiming an alternative
feminist position through oral history, life narratives, web-blogs, and other rich sources, Stephens repudiates
the core claims of postmaternal thought and confronts the misrepresentation of feminism as having forgotten
motherhood. Deploying the interpretive framework of memory studies, she examines the political structures
of forgetting that surround the maternal and the weakening of nurture and care in the public domain. She
views the promotion of an illusory, self-sufficient individualism as profoundly connected to the ethos,
politics, and economic practices of neoliberalism and lays the foundations for a wider social critique of such
corrosive developments. In rejecting both traditional maternalism and the new postmaternalism, Stephens
challenges dominant paradigms through new views of attachment and care and appeals for an alternative
feminist maternalism centering on a politics of care.
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From reader reviews:

James Jackson:

This Confronting Postmaternal Thinking: Feminism, Memory, and Care book is not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. That Confronting Postmaternal Thinking: Feminism, Memory, and Care without we know teach the
one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Confronting
Postmaternal Thinking: Feminism, Memory, and Care can bring any time you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This
Confronting Postmaternal Thinking: Feminism, Memory, and Care having excellent arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Bradley Harshbarger:

This Confronting Postmaternal Thinking: Feminism, Memory, and Care tend to be reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Confronting Postmaternal Thinking: Feminism,
Memory, and Care can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Confronting Postmaternal Thinking: Feminism, Memory, and Care
giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Constance Music:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle
may doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Confronting Postmaternal Thinking: Feminism,
Memory, and Care why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Victor Dinh:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Confronting Postmaternal Thinking: Feminism, Memory, and Care this



reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.
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