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"On good days I feel I am a bridge. On bad days I just feel alone," Sergio Troncoso writes in this riveting
collection of sixteen personal essays in which he seeks to connect the humanity of his Mexican family to
those he meets on the East Coast, including his wife's Jewish kin. Raised in a home steps from the Mexican
border in El Paso, Texas, Troncoso crossed what seemed an even more imposing border when he left home
to attend Harvard College.

Initially, "outsider status" was thrust upon him; later, he adopted it willingly, writing about the Southwest
and Chicanos in an effort to communicate who he was and where he came from to those unfamiliar with his
childhood world. He wrote to maintain his ties to his parents and his abuelita, and to fight against the elitism
he experienced in the Ivy League. "I was torn," he writes, "between the people I loved at home and the ideas
I devoured away from home."

Troncoso writes to examine his life and to create meaning from the disparate worlds he inhabits and the
borders he crosses. In his three-part essay entitled "Letter to My Young Sons," he documents the terror of his
wife's breast cancer diagnosis and the ups and downs of her surgery and treatment. Other essays explore
evolving gender roles and interfaith marriage as Troncoso becomes a father, he struggles with an uneasy
relationship with his elderly father, and he understands the impact his wife's Jewish heritage and religion
have on his Mexican-American identity.

Crossing Borders: Personal Essays reveals a writer, father and husband who has crossed linguistic, cultural
and intellectual borders to provoke debate about contemporary Mexican-American identity. Challenging
assumptions about literature, the role of writers in America, fatherhood and family, these essays bridge the
chasm between the poverty of the border region and the highest echelons of success in America. Troncoso
writes with the deepest faith in humanity about sacrifice, commitment and honesty.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Robles:

Typically the book Crossing Borders: Personal Essays has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author
makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after looking over this book.

William Prentice:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Crossing Borders: Personal Essays, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Ross Adams:

Crossing Borders: Personal Essays can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Crossing Borders: Personal
Essays although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial thinking.

Rocky Melvin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for
the Crossing Borders: Personal Essays when you required it?
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