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Discerning the Good in the Letters and Sermons of Augustine turns to the vast collection of moral advice
found in Augustine's letters and sermons, mining these neglected and highly illuminating texts for examples
of Augustine's application of his own moral concepts. It focuses on letters and sermons in which Augustine
offers concrete advice on how to interact with the various goods relevant to social and political life. A special
set of goods reappears
throughout the letters and sermons, namely sexual intimacy and domestic life, power and public office, and
wealth and private possessions. Together, these goods form the central topics of this book.

Joseph Clair highlights that the most revealing cases are those in which an individual must choose between
competing goods, and cases in which an individual's role and role—specific obligations inform their
decisions. Such cases uncover the nimbleness of Augustine's moral reasoning in action—an artful blend of
scriptural interpretation, virtue theory, and sensitivity to the circumstances of individual lives. He reveals that
Augustine's understanding of the goods constitutive of social and
political life is deeply indebted to the Stoic and Peripatetic doctrine of oikei?sis, or "social appropriation".
The colorful, personal, and practical details found in these writings provide a window onto Augustine's
moral reasoning not available in his more theoretical treatments of the good, and
the concrete cases often illustrate the human significance of properly discerning the good. Beyond providing
one of the first analyses of these ethical writings, this work contributes a new sense of Augustine's
ethics—both in terms of the range of questions he addresses and the manner in which he treats them.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Spradlin:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Discerning the Good in the Letters & Sermons of Augustine book
is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer connected with Discerning the Good in the Letters & Sermons of Augustine content conveys thinking
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Discerning the Good in the Letters & Sermons of
Augustine is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Judy Finley:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Discerning the Good in the Letters & Sermons of
Augustine can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Molly Maldonado:

The reason? Because this Discerning the Good in the Letters & Sermons of Augustine is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret this
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

Elois Montgomery:

This Discerning the Good in the Letters & Sermons of Augustine is great guide for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having Discerning the Good in the Letters & Sermons of Augustine in your hand like keeping the world in



your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in
ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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