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In Gesture and Power Yolanda Covington-Ward examines the everyday embodied practices and
performances of the BisiKongo people of the Lower Congo to show how their gestures, dances, and
spirituality are critical in mobilizing social and political action. Conceiving of the body as the center of
analysis, a catalyst for social action, and as a conduit for the social construction of reality, Covington-Ward
focuses on specific flash points in the last ninety years of Congo's troubled history, when embodied
performance was used to stake political claims, foster dissent, and enforce power. In the 1920s Simon
Kimbangu started a Christian prophetic movement based on spirit-induced trembling, which swept through
the Lower Congo, subverting Belgian colonial authority. Following independence, dictator Mobutu Sese
Seko required citizens to dance and sing nationalist songs daily as a means of maintaining political control.
More recently, embodied performance has again stoked reform, as nationalist groups such as Bundu dia
Kongo advocate for a return to precolonial religious practices and non-Western gestures such as traditional
greetings. In exploring these embodied expressions of Congolese agency, Covington-Ward provides a
framework for understanding how embodied practices transmit social values, identities, and cultural history
throughout Africa and the diaspora.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Goodrow:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and
Everyday Performance in Congo (Religious Cultures of African and African Diaspora People) will make you
to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything.
But some of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they
could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Tracy Rendon:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have
underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then
having chance to endure than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you
this specific Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and Everyday Performance in Congo (Religious
Cultures of African and African Diaspora People) book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Karen Schanz:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Gesture and Power: Religion,
Nationalism, and Everyday Performance in Congo (Religious Cultures of African and African Diaspora
People) book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Delilah Jordan:

This Gesture and Power: Religion, Nationalism, and Everyday Performance in Congo (Religious Cultures of
African and African Diaspora People) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward
sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Gesture and Power: Religion,



Nationalism, and Everyday Performance in Congo (Religious Cultures of African and African Diaspora
People) in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?
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