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Anita Whitney was a child of wealth and privilege who became a vocal leftist early in the twentieth century,
supporting radical labor groups such as the Wobblies and helping to organize the Communist Labor Party. In
1919 she was arrested and charged with violating California's recently passed laws banning any speech or
activity intended to change the American political and economic systems. The story of the Supreme Court
case that grew out of Whitney's conviction, told in full in this book, is also the story of how Americans came
to enjoy the most liberal speech laws in the world.

In clear and engaging language, noted legal scholar Philippa Strum traces the fateful interactions of Whitney,
a descendant of Mayflower Pilgrims; Supreme Court Justice Louis D. Brandeis, a brilliant son of
immigrants; the teeming immigrant neighborhoods and left wing labor politics of the early twentieth century;
and the lessons some Harvard Law School professors took from World War I-era restrictions on speech.
Though the Supreme Court upheld Whitney's conviction, it included an opinion by Justice Brandeis--joined
by Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.--that led to a decisive change in the way the Court understood First
Amendment free speech protections. Speaking Freely takes us into the discussions behind this dramatic
change, as Holmes, Brandeis, Judge Learned Hand, and Harvard Law professors Zechariah Chafee and Felix
Frankfurter debate the extent of the First Amendment and the important role of free speech in a democratic
society. In Brandeis's opinion, we see this debate distilled in a statement of the value of free speech and the
harm that its suppression does to a democracy, along with reflections on the importance of freedom from
government control for the founders and the drafters of the First Amendment.

Through Whitney v. California and its legacy, Speaking Freely shows how the American approach to speech,
differing as it does that of every other country, reflects the nation's unique history. Nothing less than a primer
in the history of free speech rights in the US, the book offers a sobering and timely lesson as fear once more
raises the specter of repression.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Nixon:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Speaking Freely: Whitney v. California and American
Speech Law (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a
new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or suitable book with you?

Gregory Jones:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Speaking Freely: Whitney v. California and American Speech Law (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society), you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Henry Perry:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Speaking Freely: Whitney v. California
and American Speech Law (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) reserve written by well-known
writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger
then you still hesitation Speaking Freely: Whitney v. California and American Speech Law (Landmark Law
Cases and American Society) as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-
book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Kelly Cruz:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but



if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Speaking Freely: Whitney v. California and American Speech Law (Landmark Law Cases and American
Society) offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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