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It is a common supposition among many of our cultural elites that a constitutional “wall of separation”
between church and state precludes religious believers from bringing their beliefs to bear on public matters.
This is because secular liberals typically assume that their own positions on morally charged issues of public
policy are the fruit of pure reason, while those of their morally conservative opponents reflect an irrational
religious faith. In The Clash of Orthodoxies Robert George shows that this supposition is wrong on both
counts.

Challenging liberalism’s claim to represent the triumph of reason, George argues that on controversial issues
like abortion, stem-cell research, euthanasia, homosexuality, and same-sex marriage, traditional Judeo-
Christian beliefs are actually rationally superior to secular liberal alternatives. Drawing on the natural law
philosophical tradition, George demolishes various secularist pretenses, such as the notion that the very
young and very old among us are somehow subpersonal and not worthy of full legal protection. He reveals
the dubious person/body dualism implicit in secularist arguments, and he demonstrates the flawed reasoning
behind the idea that the state ought to be neutral regarding competing understandings of the nature and value
of marriage.

George also revisits the controversy surrounding his participation in the First Things “End of Democracy?”
symposium, in which he considered the relevance of Catholic teachings regarding the legitimacy of political
regimes to the contemporary American situation. George argues that because natural law and natural rights
doctrine lie at the foundation of the American republic, the judicial reading of the Constitution that has
undermined democracy in order to enshrine the secularist agenda is deeply flawed.

In advancing his thesis, George argues for a return to old-fashioned liberalism, a worldview that he claims is
best exemplified by Pope John Paul II, whose teachings laud democracy, religious liberty, and economic
freedom while also recognizing the demands of civil rights, social and economic justice, and the principle of
subsidiarity. These demands restrain Catholics—and indeed all people of faith—from making personal
freedom an absolute, and George takes to task those political leaders who, though believers, have denied or
ignored the political responsibility this entails.

The Clash of Orthodoxies is a profoundly important contribution to our contemporary national conversation
about the proper role of religion in politics. The lucid and persuasive prose of Robert George, one of
America’s most prominent public intellectuals, will shock secular liberals out of an unwarranted
complacency and provide powerful ammunition for embattled defenders of traditional morality.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Evans:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in
Crisis.

Carolyn Brown:

The book The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in Crisis can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing
like a book The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in Crisis? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in Crisis
has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous
world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Daniel Adams:

This The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in Crisis are usually reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and
Morality in Crisis can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in Crisis forcing you
to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could
it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Adam Cuyler:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is The Clash of Orthodoxies: Law, Religion, and Morality in Crisis this e-
book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was



represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all
of you.
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