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What is the history of knowledge? This engaging and accessible introduction explains what is distinctive
about the new field of the history of knowledge (or, as some scholars say, ‘knowledges in the plural’) and
how it differs from the history of science, intellectual history, the sociology of knowledge or from cultural
history. Leading cultural historian, Peter Burke, draws upon examples of this new kind of history from
different periods and from the history of India, East Asia and the Islamic world as well as from Europe and
the Americas. He discusses some of the main concepts used by scholars working in the field, among them
‘order of knowledge’, ‘situated knowledge’ and ‘knowledge society’. This book tells the story of the
transformation of relatively raw ‘information’ into knowledge via processes of classification, verification and
so on, the dissemination of this knowledge and finally its employment for different purposes, by
governments, corporations or private individuals. A concluding chapter identifies central problems in the
history of knowledge, from triumphalism to relativism, together with attempts to solve them.

The only book of its kind yet to be published, What is the History of Knowledge? will be essential reading
for all students of history and the humanities in general, as well as the interested general reader.
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From reader reviews:

Carrie Wakefield:

Within other case, little persons like to read book What is the History of Knowledge? (What is History
series). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important the book What is the History of Knowledge? (What is History series). You can add information
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet product.
It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Jennifer McMorris:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The What is the History of
Knowledge? (What is History series) is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

James Rodriguez:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
the entire day to reading a e-book. The book What is the History of Knowledge? (What is History series) it is
very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has
high quality.

Mary Perez:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting What is the History of
Knowledge? (What is History series) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who
want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick What is the History of Knowledge? (What is



History series) become your personal starter.
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