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Why did the Jews reject Jesus? Was he really the son of God? Were the Jews culpable in his death? These
ancient questions have been debated for almost two thousand years, most recently with the release of Mel
Gibson’s explosive The Passion of the Christ. The controversy was never merely academic. The legal status
and security of Jews—often their very lives—depended on the answer.

In WHY THE JEWS REJECTED JESUS, David Klinghoffer reveals that the Jews since ancient times
accepted not only the historical existence of Jesus but the role of certain Jews in bringing about his
crucifixion and death. But he also argues that they had every reason to be skeptical of claims for his divinity.

For one thing, Palestine under Roman occupation had numerous charismatic would-be messiahs, so Jesus
would not have been unique, nor was his following the largest of its kind. For another, the biblical
prophecies about the coming of the Messiah were never fulfilled by Jesus, including an ingathering of exiles,
the rise of a Davidic king who would defeat Israel’s enemies, the building of a new Temple, and recognition
of God by the gentiles. Above all, the Jews understood their biblically commanded way of life, from which
Jesus’s followers sought to “free” them, as precious, immutable, and eternal.

Jews have long been blamed for Jesus’s death and stigmatized for rejecting him. But Jesus lived and died a
relatively obscure figure at the margins of Jewish society. Indeed, it is difficult to argue that “the Jews” of his
day rejected Jesus at all, since most Jews had never heard of him. The figure they really rejected, often
violently, was Paul, who convinced the Jerusalem church led by Jesus’s brother to jettison the observance of
Jewish law. Paul thus founded a new religion. If not for him, Christianity would likely have remained a
Jewish movement, and the course of history itself would have been changed. Had the Jews accepted Jesus,
Klinghoffer speculates, Christianity would not have conquered Europe, and there would be no Western
civilization as we know it.

WHY THE JEWS REJECTED JESUS tells the story of this long, acrimonious, and occasionally deadly
debate between Christians and Jews. It is thoroughly engaging, lucidly written, and in many ways highly
original. Though written from a Jewish point of view, it is also profoundly respectful of Christian
sensibilities. Coming at a time when Christians and Jews are in some ways moving closer than ever before,
this thoughtful and provocative book represents a genuine effort to heal the ancient rift between these two
great faith traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Why the
Jews Rejected Jesus: The Turning Point in Western History suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Why the Jews Rejected Jesus: The Turning Point
in Western Historyis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Crystal McMullen:

The book Why the Jews Rejected Jesus: The Turning Point in Western History will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book Why the Jews Rejected Jesus: The Turning
Point in Western History is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Raymond Dahms:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Why the Jews Rejected Jesus:
The Turning Point in Western History that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then
how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you may pick Why the Jews Rejected Jesus: The Turning Point in Western
History become your starter.

Lorraine Wheat:

You can obtain this Why the Jews Rejected Jesus: The Turning Point in Western History by look at the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date.
Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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