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Xerxes, the Persian king who invaded Greece in 480 BC, quickly earned a notoriety that endured throughout
antiquity and beyond. The Greeks' historical encounter with this eastern king – which resulted, against
overwhelming odds, in the defeat of the Persian army – has inspired a series of literary responses to Xerxes
in which he is variously portrayed as the archetypal destructive and enslaving aggressor, as the epitome of
arrogance and impiety, or as a figure synonymous with the exoticism and luxury of the Persian court.

Imagining Xerxes is a transhistorical analysis that explores the richness and variety of Xerxes' afterlives
within the ancient literary tradition. It examines the earliest representations of the king, in Aeschylus' tragic
play Persians and Herodotus' historiographical account of the Persian Wars, before tracing the ways in which
the image of Xerxes was revisited and adapted in later Greek and Latin texts. The author also looks beyond
the Hellenocentric viewpoint to consider the construction of Xerxes' image in the Persian epigraphic record
and the alternative perspectives on the king found in the Jewish written tradition.

Analysing these diverse representations of Xerxes, this title explores the reception of a key figure in the
ancient world and the reinvention of his image in a remarkable array of cultural and historical contexts.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Huckins:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Imagining Xerxes: Ancient Perspectives on a Persian King
(Bloomsbury Studies in Classical Reception).

Melvin Bragg:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book Imagining Xerxes: Ancient Perspectives on a Persian King
(Bloomsbury Studies in Classical Reception) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those
who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Phillip Chadwick:

Imagining Xerxes: Ancient Perspectives on a Persian King (Bloomsbury Studies in Classical Reception) can
be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Imagining Xerxes: Ancient Perspectives on a Persian King
(Bloomsbury Studies in Classical Reception) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily
drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Jennifer Ruiz:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. That Imagining Xerxes: Ancient Perspectives on a Persian King
(Bloomsbury Studies in Classical Reception) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this
one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't



recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have
Imagining Xerxes: Ancient Perspectives on a Persian King (Bloomsbury Studies in Classical Reception).
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