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Prevalent among classicists today is the notion that Greeks, Romans, and Jews enhanced their own self-
perception by contrasting themselves with the so-called Other--Egyptians, Phoenicians, Ethiopians, Gauls,
and other foreigners--frequently through hostile stereotypes, distortions, and caricature. In this provocative
book, Erich Gruen demonstrates how the ancients found connections rather than contrasts, how they
expressed admiration for the achievements and principles of other societies, and how they discerned--and
even invented--kinship relations and shared roots with diverse peoples.

Gruen shows how the ancients incorporated the traditions of foreign nations, and imagined blood ties and
associations with distant cultures through myth, legend, and fictive histories. He looks at a host of creative
tales, including those describing the founding of Thebes by the Phoenician Cadmus, Rome's embrace of
Trojan and Arcadian origins, and Abraham as ancestor to the Spartans. Gruen gives in-depth readings of
major texts by Aeschylus, Herodotus, Xenophon, Plutarch, Julius Caesar, Tacitus, and others, in addition to
portions of the Hebrew Bible, revealing how they offer richly nuanced portraits of the alien that go well
beyond stereotypes and caricature.

Providing extraordinary insight into the ancient world, this controversial book explores how ancient attitudes
toward the Other often expressed mutuality and connection, and not simply contrast and alienation.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

This book untitled Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

John McCord:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a e-book. The book Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high
quality.

Jennifer Galaviz:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Rethinking the Other in Antiquity
(Martin Classical Lectures) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) as good book not just by the cover
but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Alberta Townsend:

Beside this Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) in your phone, it could give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here
is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) because this book offers to you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book along with
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