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The underground has been a dominant image of modern life since the late eighteenth century. A site of crisis,
fascination, and hidden truth, the underground is a space at once more immediate and more threatening than
the ordinary world above. In Subterranean Cities, David L. Pike explores the representation of underground
space in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, a period during which technology and heavy industry
transformed urban life.The metropolis had long been considered a moral underworld of iniquity and
dissolution. As the complex drainage systems, underground railways, utility tunnels, and storage vaults of
the modern cityscape superseded the countryside of caverns and mines as the principal location of actual
subterranean spaces, ancient and modern converged in a mythic space that was nevertheless rooted in the
everyday life of the contemporary city. Writers and artists from Felix Nadar and Charles Baudelaire to
Charles Dickens and Alice Meynell, Gustave Doré and Victor Hugo, George Gissing and Emile Zola, and
Jules Verne and H. G. Wells integrated images of the urban underworld into their portrayals of the anatomy
of modern society. Illustrated with photographs, movie stills, prints, engravings, paintings, cartoons, maps,
and drawings of actual and imagined urban spaces, Subterranean Cities documents the emergence of a novel
space in the subterranean obsessions and anxieties within nineteenth-century urban culture. Chapters on the
subways, sewers, and cemeteries of Paris and London provide a detailed analysis of these competing centers
of urban modernity. A concluding chapter considers the enduring influence of these spaces on urban culture
at the turn of the twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Sosa:

The event that you get from Subterranean Cities: The World Beneath Paris and London, 1800-1945 is the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Subterranean Cities: The World Beneath Paris and
London, 1800-1945 giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of
Subterranean Cities: The World Beneath Paris and London, 1800-1945 instantly.

Kristi Duncan:

The book with title Subterranean Cities: The World Beneath Paris and London, 1800-1945 has a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Della Francis:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Subterranean Cities: The World Beneath Paris and London, 1800-1945 your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get before. The Subterranean Cities: The World Beneath Paris and London, 1800-1945
giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your
better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Candy Smith:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The Subterranean Cities: The World Beneath Paris and London, 1800-1945 provide



you with a new experience in studying a book.
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