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“Make [your] characters want something right away—even if it’s only a glass of water. Characters paralyzed
by the meaninglessness of modern life still have to drink water from time to time.” —Kurt Vonnegut

“‘The cat sat on the mat’ is not the beginning of a story, but ‘the cat sat on the dog’s mat’ is.” —John Le
Carré

Nothing is more inspiring for a beginning writer than listening to masters of the craft talk about the writing
life. But if you can’t get Vladimir Nabokov, Virginia Woolf, and Gabriel García Márquez together at the
Algonquin, The Modern Library Writer’s Workshop gives you the next best thing. Stephen Koch, former
chair of Columbia University’s graduate creative writing program, presents a unique guide to the craft of
fiction. Along with his own lucid observations and commonsense techniques, he weaves together wisdom,
advice, and inspiring commentary from some of our greatest writers. Taking you from the moment of
inspiration (keep a notebook with you at all times), to writing a first draft (do it quickly! you can always
revise later), to figuring out a plot (plot always serves the story, not vice versa), Koch is a benevolent mentor,
glad to dispense sound advice when you need it most. The Modern Library Writer’s Workshop belongs on
every writer’s shelf, to be picked up and pored over for those moments when the muse needs a little help
finding her way.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Olsen:

Often the book The Modern Library Writer's Workshop: A Guide to the Craft of Fiction (Modern Library
Paperbacks) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you.
The book The Modern Library Writer's Workshop: A Guide to the Craft of Fiction (Modern Library
Paperbacks) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.

Benjamin King:

The reason? Because this The Modern Library Writer's Workshop: A Guide to the Craft of Fiction (Modern
Library Paperbacks) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it
will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Aaron Tolleson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is The Modern Library Writer's Workshop: A Guide to the Craft of Fiction (Modern Library
Paperbacks) this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it
is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why this
book suitable all of you.

William McCown:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Modern Library Writer's Workshop: A
Guide to the Craft of Fiction (Modern Library Paperbacks) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's see.
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