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In the 1970s, while politicians and activists outside prisons debated the proper response to crime,
incarcerated people helped shape those debates though a broad range of remarkable political and literary
writings.

Lee Bernstein explores the forces that sparked a dramatic "prison art renaissance," shedding light on how
incarcerated people produced powerful works of writing, performance, and visual art. These included
everything from George Jackson's revolutionary Soledad Brother to Miguel Pinero's acclaimed off-
Broadway play and Hollywood film Short Eyes. An extraordinary range of prison programs--fine arts,
theater, secondary education, and prisoner-run programs--allowed the voices of prisoners to influence the
Black Arts Movement, the Nuyorican writers, "New Journalism," and political theater, among the most
important aesthetic contributions of the decade.

By the 1980s and '90s, prisoners' educational and artistic programs were scaled back or eliminated as the
"war on crime" escalated. But by then these prisoners' words had crossed over the wall, helping many
Americans to rethink the meaning of the walls themselves and, ultimately, the meaning of the society that
produced them.
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From reader reviews:

John Caldwell:

The ability that you get from America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s will be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the
1970s giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific America
Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s instantly.

Sherry Ellis:

This book untitled America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this e-book from your list.

Ronda Tollison:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s your mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in
the 1970s giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Rose Heck:

This America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s is brand new way for you who has
attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this America Is the Prison:
Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You



can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book
type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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