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Ephemeral, fragile, often left unbound, sixteenth-century songbooks led fleeting lives in the pockets of
singers and on the music desks of instrumentalists. Constantly in action, they were forever being used up,
replaced, or abandoned as ways of reading changed. As such they document the acts of early musicians and
the practices of everyday life at the unseen margins of elite society. Materialities is a cultural history of song
on the page. It addresses a series of central questions concerning the audiences for written music by
concentrating on the first genre to be commercialized by music printers: the French chanson. Scholars have
long stressed that chansons represent the most broadly disseminated polyphony of the sixteenth century, but
Materialities is the first book to account for the cultural reach of the chanson across a considerable cross-
section of European society. Musicologist Kate van Orden brings extensive primary research and new
analytical models to bear in this remarkable history of songbooks, music literacy, and social transformation
during the first century of music printing. By tracking chansons into private libraries and schoolrooms and
putting chansonniers into dialogue with catechisms, civility manuals, and chapbooks, Materialities charts the
social distribution of songbooks, the gradual moralization of song, and the ways children learned their letters
and notes. Its fresh conclusions revise several common assumptions about the value early moderns attributed
to printed music, the levels of literacy required to perform polyphony, and the way musicians did or did not
read their songbooks. With musical perspectives that can invigorate studies of print culture and the history of
reading, Materialities is an essential guide for musicologists working with original sources and historians of
the book interested in the vocal performances that operated alongside print.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tapia:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Materialities: Books, Readers, and the Chanson in Sixteenth-Century Europe (New Cultural History of
Music), you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a e-book.

Claire Underwood:

The book Materialities: Books, Readers, and the Chanson in Sixteenth-Century Europe (New Cultural
History of Music) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Barbara Kelley:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Materialities: Books, Readers, and the Chanson in Sixteenth-Century
Europe (New Cultural History of Music) this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this
world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research when he makes
this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Thomas Busch:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top listing
in your reading list is actually Materialities: Books, Readers, and the Chanson in Sixteenth-Century Europe
(New Cultural History of Music). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in
turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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