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During the Civil War era, black and white North Carolinians were forced to fundamentally reinterpret the
morality of suicide, divorce, and debt as these experiences became pressing issues throughout the region and
nation. In Moments of Despair, David Silkenat explores these shifting sentiments.

Antebellum white North Carolinians stigmatized suicide, divorce, and debt, but the Civil War undermined
these entrenched attitudes, forcing a reinterpretation of these issues in a new social, cultural, and economic
context in which they were increasingly untethered from social expectations. Black North Carolinians, for
their part, used emancipation to lay the groundwork for new bonds of community and their own
interpretation of social frameworks. Silkenat argues that North Carolinians' attitudes differed from those of
people outside the South in two respects. First, attitudes toward these cultural practices changed more
abruptly and rapidly in the South than in the rest of America, and second, the practices were interpreted
through a prism of race. Drawing upon a robust and diverse body of sources, including insane asylum
records, divorce petitions, bankruptcy filings, diaries, and personal correspondence, this innovative study
describes a society turned upside down as a consequence of a devastating war.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Walker:

The book Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading a book Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina to get your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a publication Moments of Despair:
Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Jerry Orosco:

As people who live in often the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce,
and Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Cynthia Briscoe:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil War Era North
Carolina book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer regarding Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil War Era North
Carolina content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Moments of Despair:
Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Lorenzo Lowe:

The reserve with title Moments of Despair: Suicide, Divorce, and Debt in Civil War Era North Carolina
contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
specific book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read this anywhere you want.
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