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A riveting account of the two years literary scholar Mikita Brottman spent reading literature with criminals
in a maximum-security men’s prison outside Baltimore, and what she learned from them—Orange Is the
New Black meets Reading Lolita in Tehran.

On sabbatical from teaching literature to undergraduates, and wanting to educate a different kind of student,
Mikita Brottman starts a book club with a group of convicts from the Jessup Correctional Institution in
Maryland. She assigns them ten dark, challenging classics—including Conrad’s Heart of Darkness,
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, Stevenson’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Poe’s story “The Black Cat,” and Nabokov’s
Lolita—books that don’t flinch from evoking the isolation of the human struggle, the pain of conflict, and the
cost of transgression. Although Brottman is already familiar with these works, the convicts open them up in
completely new ways. Their discussions may “only” be about literature, but for the prisoners, everything is at
stake.

Gradually, the inmates open up about their lives and families, their disastrous choices, their guilt and loss.
Brottman also discovers that life in prison, while monotonous, is never without incident. The book club
members struggle with their assigned reading through solitary confinement; on lockdown; in between factory
shifts; in the hospital; and in the middle of the chaos of blasting televisions, incessant chatter, and the
constant banging of metal doors.

Though The Maximum Security Book Club never loses sight of the moral issues raised in the selected
reading, it refuses to back away from the unexpected insights offered by the company of these complex,
difficult men. It is a compelling, thoughtful analysis of literature—and prison life—like nothing you’ve ever
read before.
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From reader reviews:

William Stewart:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever they have
because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will need this The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in a Men's Prison.

Judy Bowen:

This book untitled The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in a Men's Prison to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit
in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch
screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Kevin Hardy:

The book untitled The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in a Men's Prison is the
publication that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature
in a Men's Prison from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Linda Soto:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top collection in your reading list is usually The Maximum Security Book Club: Reading Literature in
a Men's Prison. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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