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At mid-century, Americans increasingly fell in love with characters like Holden Caulfield in Catcher in the
Rye and Marlon Brando's Johnny in The Wild One, musicians like Elvis Presley and Bob Dylan, and activists
like the members of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. These emotions enabled some middle-
class whites to cut free of their own histories and identify with those who, while lacking economic, political,
or social privilege, seemed to possess instead vital cultural resources and a depth of feeling not found in
"grey flannel" America.

In this wide-ranging and vividly written cultural history, Grace Elizabeth Hale sheds light on why so many
white middle-class Americans chose to re-imagine themselves as outsiders in the second half of the twentieth
century and explains how this unprecedented shift changed American culture and society. Love for outsiders
launched the politics of both the New Left and the New Right. From the mid-sixties through the eighties, it
flourished in the hippie counterculture, the back-to-the-land movement, the Jesus People movement, and
among fundamentalist and Pentecostal Christians working to position their traditional isolation and
separatism as strengths. It changed the very meaning of "authenticity" and "community."

Ultimately, the romance of the outsider provided a creative resolution to an intractable mid-century cultural
and political conflict-the struggle between the desire for self-determination and autonomy and the desire for
a morally meaningful and authentic life.
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From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

Here thing why this specific A Nation of Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with
Rebellion in Postwar America are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is
good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. A
Nation of Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with Rebellion in Postwar America giving
you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that
similar with A Nation of Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with Rebellion in Postwar
America. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened
in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your
car, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book
maybe the form of A Nation of Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with Rebellion in
Postwar America in e-book can be your substitute.

Lisa McCann:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled A Nation of Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with
Rebellion in Postwar America can be great book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jonathan Woods:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be learn. A Nation of Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with Rebellion
in Postwar America can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short spare time
problems.

Daniel Gordon:

This A Nation of Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with Rebellion in Postwar America is
brand new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger details.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this A Nation of Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love with Rebellion in
Postwar America can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get



through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and
also knowledge.
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