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What motivated a small multiracial force of Cape-born soldiers - whites, coloureds and Malays - to put up
such stiff resistance at the Battle of Blaauwberg in 1806, in spite of odds so overwhelming that even some
long-serving professional soldiers broke rank and ran? This was the intriguing question that launched author
Willem Steenkamp's research. It was an investigation which eventually took him back to 150 years before
Jan van Riebeeck landed at the Cape in 1652, and involved examining the social as well as the military
history of the Cape. What Steenkamp discovered differs from what most South Africans think about that
period, and he corrects a number of serious misconceptions not only about the soldiers of 1510-1806 but
about the social and political development of the Cape. For students of the Napoleonic Wars, the book
provides new information about a forgotten aspect of that conflict; for the ordinary reader here is a story no-
one has ever told before in its entirety. Assegais, Drums and Dragoons: A Military and Social History of the
Cape is a well-researched and fascinating account that now illuminates a previously lightless corner of South
African military history Descended from a 1690s-era solider, Willem Steenkamp is a writer, journalist and
specialist tour guide who has also been a solider, a security advisor and a director of military tattoos and
other spectacles, among several other things. Since childhood he has been absorbing the Cape's history from
family stories (one of his ancestors was a hero of the Battle of Blaauwberg) and voluminous reading. And
yes, he actually has fired flintlock muskets and muzzle-loading cannon. Willem lives in Cape Town.
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From reader reviews:

David Barthel:

The knowledge that you get from Assegais, Drums & Dragoons: A Military And Social History Of The Cape
will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Assegais, Drums & Dragoons: A
Military And Social History Of The Cape giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author
of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this particular Assegais, Drums & Dragoons: A Military And Social History Of
The Cape instantly.

Nancy Kline:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Assegais,
Drums & Dragoons: A Military And Social History Of The Cape that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Assegais, Drums &
Dragoons: A Military And Social History Of The Cape become your current starter.

Rosemary Perez:

The book untitled Assegais, Drums & Dragoons: A Military And Social History Of The Cape contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition
to order it. Have a nice study.

Manuel Rose:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Assegais, Drums & Dragoons: A
Military And Social History Of The Cape to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for



you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the book Assegais, Drums & Dragoons: A Military
And Social History Of The Cape can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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