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The way we record knowledge, and the web of technical, formal, and social practices that surrounds it,
inevitably affects the knowledge that we record. The ways we hold knowledge about the past—in
handwritten manuscripts, in printed books, in file folders, in databases—shape the kind of stories we tell
about that past. In this lively and erudite look at the relation of our information infrastructures to our
information, Geoffrey Bowker examines how, over the past two hundred years, information technology has
converged with the nature and production of scientific knowledge. His story weaves a path between the
social and political work of creating an explicit, indexical memory for science—the making of
infrastructures—and the variety of ways we continually reconfigure, lose, and regain the past.

At a time when memory is so cheap and its recording is so protean, Bowker reminds us of the centrality of
what and how we choose to forget. In Memory Practices in the Sciences he looks at three "memory epochs"
of the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first centuries and their particular reconstructions and
reconfigurations of scientific knowledge. The nineteenth century's central science, geology, mapped both the
social and the natural world into a single time package (despite apparent discontinuities), as, in a different
way, did mid-twentieth-century cybernetics. Both, Bowker argues, packaged time in ways indexed by their
information technologies to permit traffic between the social and natural worlds. Today's sciences of
biodiversity, meanwhile, "database the world" in a way that excludes certain spaces, entities, and times. We
use the tools of the present to look at the past, says Bowker; we project onto nature our modes of organizing
our own affairs.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Blackburn:

The ability that you get from Memory Practices in the Sciences (Inside Technology) will be the more deep
you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Memory Practices in the Sciences (Inside Technology) giving
you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read the idea because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Memory Practices in the Sciences (Inside
Technology) instantly.

Jay Blanchard:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Memory Practices in the Sciences (Inside
Technology) as your daily resource information.

Joshua Stamper:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Memory Practices in the Sciences (Inside
Technology) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question Memory Practices in the
Sciences (Inside Technology) as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that
can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Lidia Flynn:

Beside this kind of Memory Practices in the Sciences (Inside Technology) in your phone, it might give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Memory Practices in the Sciences (Inside Technology) because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,



such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from
right now!
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