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Between 1848 and 1865 white southerners felt the grounds of nationhood shift beneath their feet. The
conflict over slavery that led to the Civil War forced them to confront the difficult problems of nationalism.
What made a nation a nation? Could an individual or a group change nationality at will? What were the
rights and responsibilities of national citizenship? Why should nations exist at all?

As they contemplated these questions, white southerners drew on their long experience as Americans and
their knowledge of nationalism in the wider world. This was true of not just the radical secessionists who
shattered the Union in 1861, but also of the moderate majority who struggled to balance their southern and
American loyalties. As they pondered the changing significance of the Fourth of July, as they fused ideals of
masculinity and femininity with national identity, they revealed the shifting meanings of nationalism and
citizenship. Southerners also looked across the Atlantic, comparing southern separatism with movements in
Hungary and Ireland, and applying the European model of romantic nationalism first to the United States and
later to the Confederacy.

In the turmoil of war, the Confederacy's national government imposed new, stringent obligations of
citizenship, while the shared experience of suffering united many Confederates in a sacred national
community of sacrifice. For Unionists, die-hard Confederates, and the large majority torn between the two,
nationalism became an increasingly pressing problem. In Shifting Grounds Paul Quigley brilliantly
reinterprets southern conceptions of allegiance, identity, and citizenship within the contexts of antebellum
American national identity and the transatlantic "Age of Nationalism," shedding new light on the ideas and
motivations behind America's greatest conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Jeff Puckett:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the
American South, 1848-1865 to read.

Adam Mathews:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other
is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Shifting Grounds:
Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 book as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Michael Grammer:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South,
1848-1865 as the daily resource information.

Catherine Almond:

Typically the book Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 will bring someone
to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the
American South, 1848-1865 is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.
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