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In a world obsessed with the virtual, tangible things are once again making history. Tangible Things invites
readers to look closely at the things around them, ordinary things like the food on their plate and
extraordinary things like the transit of planets across the sky. It argues that almost any material thing, when
examined closely, can be a link between present and past.

The authors of this book pulled an astonishing array of materials out of storage--from a pencil manufactured
by Henry David Thoreau to a bracelet made from iridescent beetles--in a wide range of Harvard University
collections to mount an innovative exhibition alongside a new general education course. The exhibition
challenged the rigid distinctions between history, anthropology, science, and the arts. It showed that object-
centered inquiry inevitably leads to a questioning of categories within and beyond history.

Tangible Things is both an introduction to the range and scope of Harvard's remarkable collections and an
invitation to reassess collections of all sorts, including those that reside in the bottom drawers or attics of
people's houses. It interrogates the nineteenth-century categories that still divide art museums from science
museums and historical collections from anthropological displays and that assume history is made only from
written documents. Although it builds on a larger discussion among specialists, it makes its arguments
through case studies, hoping to simultaneously entertain and inspire. The twenty case studies take us from
the Galapagos Islands to India and from a third-century Egyptian papyrus fragment to a board game based on
the twentieth-century comic strip "Dagwood and Blondie." A companion website catalogs the more than two
hundred objects in the original exhibition and suggests ways in which the principles outlined in the book
might change the way people understand the tangible things that surround them.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Nakashima:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Tangible Things:
Making History through Objects is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Alberta Smith:

The guide untitled Tangible Things: Making History through Objects is the guide that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Tangible Things: Making History through Objects from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Megan Urick:

Tangible Things: Making History through Objects can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Tangible Things: Making
History through Objects although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Thomas Burke:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide
you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Tangible Things:
Making History through Objects.
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