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Aerial delights: A history of America as seen through the eyes of a bird-watcher

John James Audubon arrived in America in 1803, when Thomas Jefferson was president, and lived long
enough to see his friend Samuel Morse send a telegraphic message from his house in New York City in the
1840s. As a boy, Teddy Roosevelt learned taxidermy from a man who had sailed up the Missouri River with
Audubon, and yet as president presided over America's entry into the twentieth century, in which our ability
to destroy ourselves and the natural world was no longer metaphorical. Roosevelt, an avid birder, was born a
hunter and died a conservationist.

Today, forty-six million Americans are bird-watchers. The Life of the Skies is a genre-bending journey into
the meaning of a pursuit born out of the tangled history of industrialization and nature longing. Jonathan
Rosen set out on a quest not merely to see birds but to fathom their centrality—historical and literary,
spiritual and scientific—to a culture torn between the desire both to conquer and to conserve.

Rosen argues that bird-watching is nothing less than the real national pastime—indeed it is more than that,
because the field of play is the earth itself. We are the players and the spectators, and the outcome—since
bird and watcher are intimately connected—is literally a matter of life and death.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know which you should start with. This The Life of the Skies: Birding at the End of
Nature is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and wish in this era.

Justin Price:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The Life of the Skies: Birding at the End of Nature book is readable by simply
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
The Life of the Skies: Birding at the End of Nature content conveys the thought easily to understand by
many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking The Life of the Skies: Birding at the End of Nature is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Michele Sexton:

The publication with title The Life of the Skies: Birding at the End of Nature includes a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Jacqueline Thompson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a publication. The book The Life of the Skies: Birding at the End of Nature it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.
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