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The Urban Caribbean studies urbanization in five countries?Costa Rica, Haiti, Guatemala, the Dominican
Republic, and Jamaica?during the 1980s and 1990s when the region's economy shifted from one heavily
dependent on imports to one directed more to producing exports. This shift caused producers and
entrepreneurs to rely more on microenterprises, thus challenging the informal economy networks of the
central cities. Sociologist Alejandro Portes and the other contributors use rich, in-depth data to examine both
qualitative and quantitative changes in these five countries. Their research method allows them to make
generalizations applicable to all five economies while retaining the concreteness of the similarities and
differences that make each country unique.

"This volume is an incentive to other collaborative efforts to chart the paths taken by the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean as they seek to accommodate to the new global political and economic
context....The message of the volume is a convincing one. Because of similarities in the trends affecting
countries of the region and policy debates, each country can benefit from the experiences of the others.
However, the differences in political structure and in the nature of citizenship mean that social and economic
policy debates must take into account the national context."?from the Foreword, by Bryan Roberts,
University of Texas-Austin
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Noll:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Urban Caribbean: Transition to the
New Global Economy book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Phillip Patten:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Urban Caribbean:
Transition to the New Global Economy that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you could pick The Urban Caribbean: Transition to the New Global
Economy become your own starter.

Beverly Dyar:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be go through. The Urban Caribbean: Transition to the New Global Economy can be your answer as
it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Kristin Sayler:

You can get this The Urban Caribbean: Transition to the New Global Economy by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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